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USAFE continues with anthrax education program 

Released: Aug. 22, 2000 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany (USAFENS) -- U.S. Air Forces in Europe is well

into the second phase of a three-phase program designed to educate all

airmen on the anthrax vaccine immunization program by Nov. 1. 

The training efforts are not hampered by the Department of Defense's

decision in July to slow down the immunization program because of a short

supply of FDA-approved vaccine. 

Even though the vaccine side of the program has slowed, the Air Force is

still required to train its people by Nov. 1 under a mandate from Gen.

Michael Ryan, Air Force chief of staff. 

The training covers the threat of anthrax as a weapon, the organism and the

disease, the vaccine, and the immunization program procedures. 

In July, USAFE brought together teams of people from each of its bases to

learn about the vaccination program. These teams are composed of experts

from the medical, intelligence, operations, legal and public affairs fields.

The teams are currently training unit commanders, first sergeants and

command chief master sergeants at each base, which is the second phase. 

"This is the critical part of the education program, because the commanders

are the ones who shoulder responsibility for ensuring their people are

educated," said Lt. Col. Ken Hall, USAFE public health officer and director

of the command's anthrax program. "These are the folks who can help people

work through their concerns early on." 

Commanders must ensure all Air Force people are trained on the program,

which includes watching a Department of Defense training videotape,

receiving printed informational materials, and having access to experts to

discuss their concerns on the immunization program. 

Gen. Gregory Martin, USAFE commander, has had five shots of the six-shot

regimen, which is taken over 18 months. He said the only side effect he had

was a sore arm after the first shot. 

"The threat is real," he said recently. "Anthrax, if contracted by an

unprotected person, is lethal." 

Which is why the DOD decided in 1997 to immunize military members. But a

short supply of FDA-approved vaccine this year has forced the Pentagon to

slow down immunizations. The sole contractor, Bioport of Lansing, Mich., has

had difficulty gaining Food and Drug Administration approval for its

production facility. 

"When we began this program, we had a stockpile of vaccine," Secretary of

Defense William Cohen said when announcing the slow down July 10. "The one

facility that produced the vaccine has since been taken over and replaced by

a new company which has yet to receive FDA approval to begin operations at a

new facility. During this time, we have been conducting vaccinations from

our original stockpile. Unfortunately, we're beginning to run low on tested

and certified doses from that stockpile, forcing us to temporarily slow our

vaccination efforts." 

What's left of the vaccine is being largely reserved for the 10,000 military

people "with boots on the ground" in Southwest Asia and 37,000 in South

Korea, said Dr. J. Jarrett Clinton, first assistant to the assistant

secretary of defense for health affairs, in a DOD Press Service story July

12. 

Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Randy L. West, senior adviser to the deputy secretary

of defense for chemical and biological protection said immunizations will

resume at full speed when the FDA approves and certifies a sufficient supply

of vaccine as safe and effective. He emphasized Bioport's own timetable

doesn't call for its new vaccine to be available before the end of the year.

Since 1998, when the immunization program started, more than 460,000 people

have started vaccinations and have received a total of more than 1.8 million

shots. About 57,000 have received all six shots. Of those, 351 people have

refused to take the shot and have received disciplinary action or were

discharged or released from service, West reported. 

There have been 848 Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System forms reviewed as

of last month. West said 163 people have missed a day of work presumably

because of adverse reaction to the shots and 38 have been hospitalized and

subsequently released. 

For more details on the anthrax program, go to www.anthrax.osd.mil

<http://www.anthrax.osd.mil> or the USAFE Web Services homepage. 
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