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6 September 2001
MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM:  AFFTC/EMR


   5 E. Popson Ave., Bldg 2650A


   Edwards AFB CA  93524-1130

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting, 17 May 2001

1. Time: 1745

2. Place: Edwards AFB Conference Center, Edwards AFB, CA

3. Chairman: Colonel Robert Hood, AFFTC Co-chairman

4. The following members and advisors were present:

Mrs. Ruby Messersmith 

RAB Co-chair, North Edwards Public Representative

Mr. Robert Wood

Edwards AFB, RPM

Mr. John O’Kane

CA EPA/DTSC, RPM

Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty

CA EPA/RWQCB, RPM

Mr. Robert Smith

California City Public Representative

Ms. Patricia Daws

Edwards AFB Base Housing Public Representative

Mr. Randy Harrison

Edwards AFB North Base Representative

Mr. Milton McKay

Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative (Alternate) 

Ms. Rhoda Parker

Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative

Maj Steven Svejda

Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative

Dr. Leslie Uhazy


Rosamond Public Representative

Mr. Ai Duong


AFFTC/EMR

Ms. Rebecca Hobbs

AFFTC/EMRR

Mr. James Specht

AFFTC/EMRR

Ms. Mary Spencer

AFFTC/EMRR

Mr. Stephen Watts

AFFTC/EMRR

Mr. Layi Oyelowo

AFFTC/EMRS

Mr. Claude Brown

AFFTC/JA

Maj Tom Gilroy


AFFTC/PA

Mr. Gary Hatch


AFFTC/PAE

Mr. Ranney Adams

AFRL/PA

Mr. Ray Sugiura


Earth Tech

Mr. David Cooper

U.S. EPA, Public Participation

5. The following members were absent:

Mr. Richard Russell

U.S. EPA, RPM

Ms. Dara English
Boron Public Representative

SMSgt Mary Austin

Edwards AFB Air Base Wing Main Base Public Representative

SSgt Edward Buster

Edwards AFB South Base Public Representative

Mr. Gary Wagner

Edwards AFB Test Wing Main Base Public Representative

Mr. Lawrence Hagenauer
Lancaster Public Representative 

Mayor Frank Roberts

Lancaster Public Representative (Alternate)

Mr. Victor Yaw


Mojave Public Representative

Sgt John Tedder


USMC Public Representative

6. Others present were:

Mr. Joe D. Urrutia


HQ AFCEE/ERD

Mr. John Haire



AFFTC/PAM

Ms. Pamela Birge


CSC

Ms. Darlene Cobb


CSC

Ms. Dorothy Coughlin


CSC

Mr. Jonathan Fitch


CSC

Ms. Doryann Papotta (Recorder)
CSC

Mr. Paul Rogers



CSC

Ms. Patti Waterbury


CSC

Mr. Ray Kahler



Earth Tech

Ms. Kathryn Curtis


Informatics 

Ms. Lorraine Sawyer


Tybrin

Ms. Julie Drake



Antelope Valley Press

Ms. Sue Murphy



California Rural Water Association

Mr. Lyle Talbot



Desert Citizens Against Polution

Mr. Loren Lafferty


Citizen

7. The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Messersmith who read the Statement of Purpose and Conduct.

8. The minutes of the 15 February 2001 meeting were approved as distributed.

9. Introduction of New and Re-appointed RAB Members

Mr. Gary Hatch announced that Ms. Patricia Daws, Edwards AFB Base Housing; Ms. Dara English, Boron; and Mr. Gary Wagner, Edwards AFB Test Wing Main Base, had been re-appointed as RAB Public Representatives for another 2-year term. He also introduced the two newly appointed RAB members, Mr. Bob Smith, California City and Mr. Randy Harrison, North Base, and asked the new RAB members to take a moment and give a brief history on themselves. 

10. Status of Public Representative Vacancies

Mr. Hatch stated there were vacancies at Main Base Air Base Wing and South Base. He stated advertising had already taken place for Air Base Wing and the deadline for applications is 31 May 2001. He stated a few applications had already been received. Advertising in the newspapers for South Base will start on 25 May 2001 and the deadline for applications is 14 June 2001. He also stated one individual had expressed interest as an alternate in Boron and two individuals expressed interest as an alternate in California City. The subject of alternates is on the agenda for the next California City Council Meeting and Boron’s next Community Services District Board Meeting. Mr. Hatch stated the Marines are looking for someone to replace Sgt John Tedder.

10. Reports from Public Representatives

a. Ms. Patricia Daws, Edwards AFB Base Housing Public Representative, reported she had received one response from an article in the Desert Wings unrelated to the RAB and one from her work, which was a misconception as to the reason for the closure of the Judy Janice Childcare Facility at NASA. She stated that she explained that the closure and the groundwater contaminant plume were unrelated.

b. Mr. Randy Harrison, North Base Public Representative, stated he had nothing to report at this time.

c. Maj Steve Svejda, Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative, stated he would like to publicly thank everyone who was involved in the Site 133 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on 16 May 2001 and all of the people who attended. He stated he distributed Report to Stakeholders and posted notices for the meeting, but had no inquiries or comments.

d. Ms. Rhoda Parker, Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative, stated she passed out the Report to Stakeholders and put out announcements, but had no comments.

e. Mr. Bob Smith, California City Public Representative, stated a meeting would be held with the Mayor and City Council every quarter after the RAB meeting to keep them up-to-date on issues discussed at each RAB meeting. He stated copies of the newsletters had been passed out and that most of the prior month’s issues had been picked up. Mr. Smith extended an invitation to the RAB to consider California City for one of the next meetings. He stated there were no comments from the community to report.

f. Mrs. Ruby Messersmith, North Edwards Public Representative, stated she posted notices for the meeting. There were no comments and nothing to report. She introduced her guest Sue Murphy, from the California Rural Water Association, a groundwater specialist from Sacramento. Mrs. Messersmith stated she would be representing North Edwards and the RAB at an environmental and public relations meeting at U.S. Borax. 

g. Dr. Leslie Uhazy, Rosamond Public Representative, stated there were no comments and nothing to report.

11. Reports from Remedial Project Managers

a. Mr. John O’Kane, CA EPA/DTSC, RPM, stated that his department has relocated and would be back up and running 21 May 2001. He stated the U.S. EPA and Water Board representatives have been working with him on the Site 426 Chemical Warfare Materiel Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) and the Action Memorandum. He stated they have also been working together on the various plans that Mr. Wood’s office has been putting forth and working closely with the project managers.

b. Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty, RWQCB, RPM, stated there were no comments and nothing 
to report. 

c. Mr. Wood introduced Mr. Stephen Watts, the new member of the Environmental Restoration Division. He stated, as requested, a briefing would be presented by Ms. Hobbs on the chemical warfare trenches at Site 426 and then a briefing on the plume at Site 25, presented by 
Mr. Watts. Mr. Wood stated he would then be presenting a briefing on the Fiscal Year 2002 (FY02) Budget.

12. Update on Site 426

Ms. Hobbs presented a briefing on Site 426 and Site 442. She stated the Site 426 EE/CA was finalized on 19 February 2001. The Draft Action Memorandum was submitted to the Remedial Project Managers (RPMs) for review on 27 February 2001. Comments from the RPMs will be back soon. Preparation of the interim removal action workplan will begin in the next few months. She stated the content of this workplan would be different than in previous workplans and explained how the content would differ. This workplan will be reviewed by internal Base organizations, by the regulatory agencies, and by the Army. The Army is going to review the workplan as a courtesy because they have worked extensively with chemical warfare materiel and have a lot of experience. 

Ms. Hobbs stated that Site 442 was used by the Aberdeen Bombing Mission to dispose of ordnance debris, possibly including chemical ordnance, in the 1940s and 1950s. She stated geophysical data indicates burial trenches are present at Site 442. The RPMs are currently reviewing the Draft Field Sampling Plan. The EE/CA preparation will begin this summer to assess potential interim removal actions for the site, including construction of an engineered waste consolidation unit for burial of materials from the Site 426 removal action. The open area within the trench boundary at Site 442 could be used to landfill Site 426 materials without impacting any of the existing trenches. She stated consolidation of materials from Site 426 would be consistent with Site 442 historic use as a waste consolidation area. None of the existing debris buried at Site 442 would be disturbed. She stated a long-term monitoring process would be put in place at Site 442 to ensure contaminants were not migrating from the site. 

13. Update on Site 25

Mr. Stephen Watts stated the Site 25 fuel storage complex was constructed in the 1950s. Remedial investigation found that volatile organic compounds exceeded maximum contaminant levels. In October 2000, the Final Action Memorandum for the treatment system was issued. In December 2000, Earth Tech began drilling the extraction wells and, in March 2001, the 90-percent design was issued. The drilling and development of the extraction wells, monitoring wells, and piezometers was completed and the construction bid process began in April 2001.

14. FY02 Budget Review
Mr. Wood presented a briefing on the FY02 Budget. Each line item of the budget was reviewed and all questions, concerns, and comments were addressed. Maps showing each operable unit and site/area of concern location were presented with their respective slides. It was discussed and agreed upon by the RAB members that the Sites 426 and 442 projects should be reprioritized and placed on the budget before all of the Remedial Investigations/Feasibility Studies (RI/FS) Reports.

15. Additional Reports from Public Representatives

Mrs. Messersmith, RAB Co-chair, North Edwards Public Representative, stated that she had been given a handout and it was passed to the members of the board in attendance.

16. Announcements
The next meeting is scheduled for 6 September 2001. The meeting will be held in California City. 

17. The meeting was adjourned at 2000.
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