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	DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER (AFMC)

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA



FINALFINALF
MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM:
AFFTC/EMR


5 E. Popson Ave., Bldg. 2650A


Edwards AFB CA  93524-8060

SUBJECT:
Minutes of the Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting, 20 November 2003

1. Time: 1730

2. Place: Mariah Country Inn, Mojave, CA

3. Chairman: Mrs. Ruby Messersmith, Community Co-chair

4. The following members and advisors were present:

Col Harry Talbot
AFFTC Co-chair
Mr. John O’Kane
Cal/EPA-Department of Toxic Substances Control, Remedial Project Manager (RPM)
Mr. David Steckel
Edwards AFB, RPM
Ms. Sheryl Lauth
U.S. EPA, RPM

Mr. Robert Smith
California City Public Representative

Mr. Milton McKay
Edwards AFB AFRL Public Representative 

Mr. Michael Cogan
Edwards AFB Main Base Air Base Wing Public Representative

Mrs. B. Susan Davis
Edwards AFB Main Base Housing Public Representative

Mr. Gary Wagner
Edwards AFB Main Base Test Wing Public Representative 

Mr. Lawrence Hagenauer
Lancaster Public Representative

Mr. Victor Yaw
Mojave Public Representative 

Dr. Leslie Uhazy
Rosamond Public Representative

Dr. David Newman
Rosamond Public Representative (Alternate)
Ms. Elvie Hoag
AFFTC/EMR

Ms. Rebecca Hobbs
AFFTC/EMR

Mr. Layi Oyelowo
AFFTC/EMR

Mr. Paul Schiff
AFFTC/EMR

Mr. Gary Hatch
AFFTC/PAE

5. The following members were absent:

Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty
Cal/EPA-Regional Water Quality Control Board, RPM 

Ms. Dara English
Boron Public Representative

(Vacant)
Edwards AFB NASA/Dryden Public Representative

(Vacant)
Edwards AFB North Base Public Representative

MSgt Michael Gillette
Edwards AFB South Base Public Representative

Mayor Frank Roberts
Lancaster Public Representative (Alternate)

6. Others present were:

Mr. Dave Leeson
Air Force Center for Environmental Excellence (AFCEE)
Mr. Joe Urrutia
AFCEE/ERD
Mr. Ranney Adams
Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL)
Ms. Lois Reynolds
Resident, Boron

Mr. William Albright
Desert Research Institute (DRI)

Mr. David Shafer
DRI

Mr. Michael Young
DRI

Mr. Todd Battey
Earth Tech

Mr. Ray Sugiura
Earth Tech

Mr. Thomas Doriski
FPM Group

Ms. Mollika Goold
FPM Group

Ms. Jackie Hull
JT3, Recorder

Ms. Karen Corral
JT3/CH2M HILL

Ms. Miriam Harmon
JT3/CH2M HILL

Mr. Bernie Henrie
JT3/CH2M HILL

Ms. Sharon Hoepker
JT3/CH2M HILL

Ms. Darlene Norwood
JT3/CH2M HILL

Mr. Paul Rogers
JT3/CH2M HILL

Ms. Patti Waterbury
JT3/CH2M HILL

Mr. Trinidad Almaguer
Portage Environmental

Mr. Peter Phillips
URS

7. Mrs. Ruby Messersmith called the meeting to order and read the Statement of Purpose and Conduct.  

8. The minutes of the 28 August 2003 meeting were approved as presented.

9. Mrs. Messersmith commented on the quality of the first color issue of the Report to Stakeholders (RTS).  Everyone in attendance agreed with her assessment and congratulated the Community Relations personnel on a job well done.  Mrs. Messersmith announced that Mr. David Steckel and Ms. Rebecca Hobbs both had recently received their Masters degrees and congratulated them.
10. Alternative Landfill Final Covers at Edwards AFB:  An Innovative Approach to Design
Mr. Layi Oyelowo presented a study of an alternative landfill cover for ERP Site 3.  He concluded that, by using fill materials from various Edwards Air Force Base (AFB) borrow sites, to depths determined by the study, and native vegetation, several million dollars can be saved and still meet regulatory requirements.  See the attached presentation.
11. Overview of the Fiscal Year 2004 (FY04) Budget
Mr. David Steckel briefed the FY04 budget.  He explained that this budget is the result of the previous review and prioritization by the RAB members.  He noted that perchlorate is still a primary issue.  He stated that a total of $425 million is expected to be allocated throughout the coming years, and to date only about half that has been expended.  He noted, however, that the FY04 budget of $16.1 million was the smallest since 1997, which will require project managers to closely monitor their projects to make sure they are on target.  For more information see the attached presentation.
12. RAB Academy 2004

Mr. Bernie Henrie briefed information on the upcoming RAB Academy.  He outlined the dates and locations that had been considered for this intensive environmental restoration training session.  He asked RAB members to review and comment on the selection of the Lodge at Woodward West in Tehachapi for the location, and 25 to 27 June as the dates.  For more information see the attached presentation.

13. Mrs. Messersmith presented Dr. Les Uhazy with a Certificate of Participation for his help at the 2003 Edwards Air Force Base Open House.  She noted that she also had certificates for Dara English and Michael Gillette.

She also invited all present to enjoy the special cake that had been provided for the break session.  The cake is in celebration of the completion of the first record of decision (ROD).  This ROD has recently been signed as accepted by the regulatory agencies for Operable Unit (OU) 3.  It was prepared and presented as a No Action ROD.  Mr. Steckel invited all who were involved in the preparation of the OU3 ROD and participated in the project to sign on the agency signature page or surrounding matting.

14. RAB Vacancy Update

Mr. Gary Hatch gave an update of RAB member positions.  He indicated that several members were up for renomination or replacement.  Les Uhazy and David Newman, Rosamond; Victor Yaw, Mojave; and Ruby Messersmith, North Edwards, are all up for renomination by their respective councils.  Robert Smith has already been renominated by the California City Council.  Michael Cogan, Main Base Air Base Wing, is waiting for word on his renomination.  This will probably be Gary Wagner’s last meeting representing the Main Base Test Wing.  His position will be advertised soon.  The North Base and NASA vacancies continue to be advertised.  No volunteers have been forthcoming.  Those positions continue to be advertised.
15. Reports from Public Representatives

a. Mr. Robert Smith, California City, commented that many have noticed the improvements in the appearance of the RTS.  He said they continue to disappear, but he has nothing else to report.
b. Mr. Victor Yaw, Mojave, commented that a Mojave resident had mentioned of a friend who once worked at Edwards.  He said that the former base worker may have information about locations at Edwards that have not yet been reviewed by the ERP. He said he would attempt to speak directly with that individual.  He also commented favorably on the addition of color to RTS and said that readability would be improved. 
c. Ms. B. Susan Davis, Edwards AFB Main Base Housing, thanked Bernie for the wonderful article he had written about her for the RTS.  She indicated that she had several people mention good things about the Environmental Management (EM) office in connection with the school and willingness to provide environmental education.  She commended the EM staff for their efforts.  She noted that she would be happy to mention the Test Wing vacancy to her husband!
d. Mr. Lawrence Hagenauer, Lancaster, noted that Lancaster is interested in the subject of Paiute Ponds and the District 14 issue, even though it’s not technically a RAB issue.  Most people support Mayor Roberts in helping District 14 determine a way to make use of that water in the future, rather than just building ponds.  Lancaster is glad to see that Edwards has not built evaporation ponds, because it would become a cleanup issue in the future.
e. Mr. Gary Wagner, Edwards AFB Main Base Test Wing, noted that, during the break, a participant had mentioned that having new business and presentations upfront is a better format.
f. Mr. Michael Cogan, Edwards AFB Main Base Air Base Wing, noted that U.S. Borax, via General Pearson, suggested that the Base team with U.S. Borax to look at environmental health and safety concerns and benchmark what they are doing.  It was a very successful visit.  Mr. Cogan attended with Ms. Elvie Hoag and Patrice Hallman.  He is looking forward to a good relationship with U.S. Borax and learning some of the things they are doing environmentally.  It was very interesting and enlightening, and he hopes to continue that in the future.  He added that he hopes to continue to serve as a RAB member.

g. Mr. Milton McKay, Edwards AFB AFRL, reported that there are no issues from AFRL.  He thanked Community Relations for sending out extra RTSs.  They go quickly.
h. Mr. Les Uhazy, Rosamond, reported that no one had approached him on any issues.  He did note that he had distributed the RTS and 70 packets of environmental information linked to the ERP to Environmental Biology students at Antelope Valley College.  He had a wonderful time at the air show, as always, and he thanked EM for that opportunity.
i. Mrs. Ruby Messersmith, North Edwards, stated that Mr. Uhazy had referred one of his students from Boron to her.  The student had tracked down some environmental reports that indicated U.S. Borax was proposing to expand their operations.  The proposal is currently in the Kern County Planning Department.  Mrs. Messersmith was looking forward to meeting with Ms. Elizabeth Lafferty, Cal-EPA Water Board Representative, because she is interested in the arsenic spill Ms. Lafferty had found, since the water flows from U.S. Borax to North Edwards. 
16. Reports from Remedial Project Managers

j. Ms. Sheryl Lauth, U.S. EPA, noted that Ms. Lafferty had apologized because her agency would not allow her to travel, but she indicated that Mrs. Messersmith was invited to telephone Ms. Lafferty.  Ms. Lauth said she did not have anything to report except that her agency had signed the ROD with no comments.  
k. Mr. John O’Kane, Cal/EPA-Department of Toxic Substances Control, reiterated that Ms. Lafferty had passed on her regrets that she wasn’t able to contact Mrs. Messersmith.  He noted that DTSC has a new boss (Arnold Schwarzenegger) and things are up in the air in the agency.  It will be a few years before they know which direction DTSC will go.  He complimented the Community Relations staff that produces RTS.  He said that the monthly publication contained valuable articles about restoration projects at Edwards and that DTSC managers found the information helpful.  He also said that he was receiving more questions from managers regarding projects at Edwards that    were only under study at other military bases. ERP staff, he said, could anticipate questions from Cal-EPA project managers.     

He announced that he had no plans to retire; but as Edwards is winding down, he has been assigned to study bombing ranges.
l. Mr. David Steckel, Edwards AFB, stated that it was good to be back after spending a year in Logan, Utah, at Utah State University.  He did a Masters program in Bioregional Planning.  He noted that he had inherited a new workforce while he was away.  He introduced them.  Mr. Layi Oyelowo remains the program manager for OUs 6, 7, and 8. Ms. Rebecca Hobbs remains the OU 2 South Base program manager.  She also manages the chemical warfare materiel and the AFRIMS database programs.  Mr. Paul Schiff is now full time in Restoration with OUs 5 and 10 in the North Base area and he will be taking on the ranges.  Mrs. Elvie Hoag, who is coming from Compliance doing landfills, will continue to do landfills, as well as being the Main Base OU 1 manager.  Mrs. Patrice Hallman is the new branch chief working OUs 4 and 9 at the AFRL and the budgetary process that Mr. Ai Duong used to do.  These people are very dedicated and Mr. Steckel is confident in them.
Mr. O’Kane asked where the other employees had gone.  Mr. Steckel indicated that Mr. Ai Duong went to Compliance as one of their branch chiefs.  Mr. James Specht is now doing Air in the Compliance section.

Mrs. Messersmith asked for an explanation of Air and Compliance.  Mr. Steckel explained that Air and Compliance tracks the permits, making sure that AFFTC is permitted properly for equipment that has the potential of expending emissions.  It is a big job and very important.
Mr. O’Kane asked about Mary.  Mr. Steckel announced that Ms. Mary Spencer is now a technical director within EM.  Her task is to look at contracting processes within EM, throughout all of the pillars, and make sure that money is spent properly, efficiently and that projects are not duplicated within the pillars.  This task will be beneficial to EM as a whole.

Mrs. Messersmith commented that she had read the RTS and it had a very good article on Ai Duong doing financial tracking.  She asked if he would continue to do that.  Mr. Steckel replied that Mr. Duong would not be doing that for Restoration.  Mrs. Messersmith commented on the number of changes taking place.

17. The next meeting is scheduled for 19 February 2004 in California City.  Mrs. Messersmith asked about the location.  Mr. Henrie replied that the next meeting would be held in the Youth Activity Center, 10400 Heather, California City. He said the Center is located inside the park near the lake.   
18. The meeting was adjourned at 1930.

 APPROVED AS WRITTEN.

Original Signed By
Original Signed By

HARRY TALBOT, Col, USAF
RUBY B. MESSERSMITH

AFFTC Co-chairman
Community Co-chairman

Restoration Advisory Board
Restoration Advisory Board
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