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Chapter 4

EMERGENCIES

4.1. CRASH ALARM SYSTEMS. The crash alarm system is composed of a primary and secondary system. The primary crash phone is limited by AFI 13-203, Air Traffic Control, as to who is authorized two-way communications. All others are limited to receive only and identified as such

4.1.1. Primary crash phone: Activated by the control tower and comprised of the following agencies:

4.1.1.1. Control Tower

4.1.1.2. AMOps
4.1.1.3. Fire Department

4.1.1.4. Flight Surgeon

4.1.1.5. CP (receive only)
4.1.1.6. SPORT (receive only)

4.1.2. Secondary crash phone: AMOps activates the system. CP activates the Secondary when AMOps is unable to activate or closed. The Secondary is comprised the following agencies:
4.1.2.1. Test Wing Commander

4.1.2.2. Operations Group Commander

4.1.2.3. Air Base Wing Commander

4.1.2.4. CP

4.1.2.5. Security Forces

4.1.2.6. Flight Safety

4.1.2.7. ROC

4.1.2.8. Fire Marshall

4.1.2.9. Disaster Preparedness

4.1.2.10. Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)

4.1.2.11. Crash Recovery

4.1.2.12. Weather
4.1.2.13. Flight Surgeon

4.1.2.14. AMOps

4.2. ACTIVATION OF THE CRASH ALARM SYSTEMS. The primary and secondary crash phones are for dissemination of emergency information only. Emergency information requires immediate and wide spread dissemination to protect/preserve life, limb and/or property.

4.2.1. Situations requiring activation of the primary crash phone are:

4.2.1.1. Emergencies declared by the aircraft commander, air traffic control or other competent authority.

4.2.1.2. Emergency fuel aircraft.

4.2.1.3. NORDO aircraft (transmitter and receiver) when it cannot be determined whether or not any other malfunction exists.

4.2.1.4. Reported or suspected hot brakes.

4.2.1.5. Unauthorized aircraft movement/hijack.

4.2.1.6. Aircraft bomb threat.

4.2.1.7. On/off base accidents/forced landings of aircraft including suspected incidents. Forward occurrences of off base, non-DOD, aircraft accidents/forced landings to High Desert Terminal Radar Approach Control (TRACON) and/or Los Angeles Center for implementation of search and recovery procedures.

4.2.1.8. Major fuel spills (when requested by competent authority).

NOTE:  Senior Fire Official will notify Environmental Management Office and appropriate Hazardous Material Response Force Members of the spill IAW current Base Spill Response Plan.

4.2.1.9. Reported or suspected Hydrazine spills.
NOTE: Senior Fire Official will notify Environmental Management Office and appropriate Hazardous Material Response Force Members of the spill IAW current Base Spill Response Plan.

4.2.1.10. Exercises involving any air traffic control facility or the airport movement area will be coordinated as far in advance as possible with the Airfield Operations Flight Commander.

NOTE:  IAW AFI 13-203 the tower will participate only as long as events do not interfere with air traffic control services or jeopardize flight safety.
4.2.1.11. Tower evacuation when the wind velocity reaches a sustained speed of 80 miles per hour (mph)/70 knots or gusts up to 100 mph/87 knots.

4.2.1.12. Perceived aircraft high speed aborts.
4.2.1.13. Updates on emergency situations.

4.2.1.14. Unauthorized civil aircraft landings.

4.2.2. The control tower relays emergency information verbatim as prescribed in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 7110.65, Air Traffic Control. Essential information for relay, if known, includes:

4.2.2.1. Type emergency (in-flight/ground)

4.2.2.2. Aircraft identification and type
4.2.2.3. Nature of emergency
4.2.2.4. Pilot's desires

4.2.2.5. Fuel remaining in time
4.2.2.6. Personnel on board
4.2.2.7. Landing runway
4.2.2.8. Aircraft position (grid coordinates as applicable)
4.2.2.9. Estimated time of arrival
4.2.2.10. Hazardous cargo/armament
4.2.3. All information received over the primary crash phone will be relayed verbatim by AMOps over the secondary crash phone.
4.2.4. The tower forwards all emergency terminations to AMOps using landline.
4.2.5. Personnel responsible for answering the crash phone will:
4.2.5.1. Pick up the receiver and listen - do not say anything.
4.2.5.2. Copy information verbatim.

4.2.5.3. When asked, give initials to acknowledge receipt of information or state any questions.

4.3. CONTROL TOWER ACTIONS. The tower discontinues takeoffs and landings in sufficient time to prevent delay to the emergency aircraft or when deemed necessary by competent authority. Aircraft taxi operations may be conducted if the operation does not interfere with responding emergency equipment.

4.4. RAMP/CRASH FM NET. Use the ramp/crash FM nets to communicate with emergency vehicles once they are deployed. Concerned agencies accomplish coordination and relay follow-up data over these nets.

4.5. EMERGENCY RESPONSE VEHICLES. After emergency response vehicles are alerted to standby positions, tower clearance is required before entering the movement area unless a crash or fire is evident/imminent.

4.6. RELEASE OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES. The senior fire official present is the final authority on termination of the emergency and when fire and crash equipment may be released. The senior fire official present shall notify tower of emergency termination.

4.7. RUNWAY STATUS DURING EMERGENCIES. Suspend normal operations when an emergency aircraft lands, crashes, or is disabled on the runway. Flight operations may continue after an emergency landing when the aircraft and responding vehicles are off the runway and Airfield Management or designated representative has authorized such operations.

4.8. AIRFIELD MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES. AMOps, in addition to activating the secondary crash phone, performs a runway check after each emergency landing when there is a possibility of debris on the runway. This responsibility may be delegated to the Supervisor of Flying (SOF), Fire Department, or TA in the interest of flying safety when AMOps manning does not permit an immediate response.

4.9. CRASH ALARM SYSTEM CHECKS. Primary crash phone. The tower checks the crash phone daily between 0800 Local (L) and 0815L. All receiving agencies will not respond until queried by the tower. When individually queried, respond by indicating the reception quality of your circuit followed by your operating initials and hang up. Report circuit malfunctions to AFFTC Customer Service Center Control and tower.

4.9.1. Secondary crash phone. AMOps checks the secondary crash phone immediately after the primary check. Procedures are identical to those used during the primary crash phone check.

4.9.2 Alternate Secondary Crash Phone. CP will check the system on first duty day of the month. Testing will be immediately after the Secondary Crash Phone is tested. Procedures are identical to the Secondary Crash Phone.

4.10. INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY LOCATOR TRANSMITTER (ELT) SIGNALS. Tower notifies SPORT, TRACON, and AMOps when an ELT signal is received/terminated.
4.10.1. AMOps will activate checklist to ascertain if the ELT is originating from the airfield. When AMOps is closed, CP assumes responsibility.
4.10.2. The AFFTC Customer Support Center (24-hour operation) will contact Frequency Management, who will attempt to locate the ELT. If no one is available at the location to deactivate the ELT, Frequency Management will contact the ROC who will recall the appropriate individual to assist in deactivating the ELT. Upon termination of the ELT, Frequency Management will contact the ROC and AMOps or CP.

4.10.3. Life Support, when notified, will search their shop to locate the ELT. If the ELT is located in the shop, turn it off immediately and report termination of the ELT to AMOps or CP. The Life Support technician will stay at their building until confirmation is received that the ELT has been terminated. 

4.10.4. The ROC, when notified, will contact the Survival Equipment Shop, Egress Shop, and Line Trucks. Each contact will check their respective area for the ELT. Upon completion of check, each shop will contact the ROC with the results. ROC will then contact AMOps or CP and report findings.

4.10.5. Planned ELT/Survival Radio Tests. ELT testing is only authorized during the first 5 minutes of each hour.

Before keying survival radios on frequencies 243.0 or 121.5 for a test, lecture, or demonstration, the responsible agency advises AMOps or CP when the event starts and ends, and the location where the test is held. The test device will not be keyed for more than three audible sweeps. 

4.11. AIRCRAFT BOMB THREATS. When information is received from any source that a bomb is on, in, or near
an aircraft, tower shall:

4.11.1. Activate the primary crash phone and relay all known information.

4.11.2. Handle the aircraft as an emergency.

4.11.3. Request the pilot's desires and intentions, if contact is established.

NOTE:  Tower shall notify CP any time a K-9 detection team or EOD team is requested by an aircraft.

4.11.4. Advise TRACON Watch Supervisor and give all known information, if the aircraft is inbound to Edwards and the initial threat advisory did not come from TRACON.
NOTE:  An FAA Explosive Expert can be contacted by calling the FAA Operations Center (202-863-5100, Defense Switched Network (DSN) 851-1180). 
4.11.5. Direct the aircraft to the east hot gun area via the runway or the least congested route unless otherwise directed by the On-Scene Commander and Airfield Manager or requested by the pilot.
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