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Chapter 4

GROUND PROCEDURES
4.1. FUEL PLANNING. 

4.1.1. The Pilot-in-Command (PIC) will ensure fuel reserves comply with USAF and AFMC requirements. In no case will fuel reserves be less than specified in appropriate documents.
4.1.2. Normal fuel: Fuel planned to be on board at the final approach fix, initial pattern entry, or downwind leg, as applicable.

4.1.3. Minimum fuel: The remaining usable fuel supply dictates the need for traffic priority to ensure a safe landing with required reserves.

4.1.3.1. For air traffic controllers, this indicates that an aircraft's fuel supply has reached a state where, upon reaching the destination, it can accept little or no delay. This is not an emergency situation but merely indicates an emergency situation is possible should any undue delay occur.

4.1.4. Divert Fuel.  A briefed fuel state that allows for one (1) approach and a divert to the nearest available alternate. Aircrew should plan to land at the alternate with a fuel state greater than minimum fuel.

4.1.5. Emergency Fuel.  The remaining usable fuel supply dictates the need for traffic priority to ensure safe landing.

4.2. OPERATIONS NUMBER ACTIVATION.
4.2.1. Contact CONFORM before engine start if aircraft/ground power is available; otherwise, before taxi. Include operations number, call sign, type aircraft, tail-number, ready-to-start or ready-to-taxi. Request through CONFORM last chance inspection for missions after normal duty hours.

4.2.2. CONFORM accepts blanket calls from flight leaders for wingman/support aircraft. Flight leaders make such calls only when able to visually confirm the identity of the other crews. Any time the flight leader is unable to make this visual confirmation, each aircraft must make a separate call.

4.2.3. CONFORM electronically transmits confirmation of your call sign/operations number to tower. If tower does not have this confirmation by the time you request taxi, they will request you to contact CONFORM. 

4.2.4. Aircrews unable to contact CONFORM shall contact ground control with their Operations Number and request for taxi. Expect a delay while tower verifies information with CONFORM.

4.3. MAINTENANCE QUICK CHECK (LAST CHANCE).

4.3.1. Each single and twin-jet-engine aircraft (except helicopters, T-39s and like types) assigned to AFFTC will have a visual last chance maintenance safety inspection prior to lineup for takeoff. This inspection will be in the hammerhead at the approach end of the active runway and will be a general visual check conducted from the ground only. Communications between the pilot and the marshaller will be standard hand signals IAW AFI 11-218, Aircraft Operation and Movement on the Ground, as supplemented. Inspector safety is of paramount importance during the safety check. Pilots must be aware of the inspector's actions and general location at all times.

4.3.2. Follow the marshaller’s directions and stop aircraft at the designated location. Keep controls in a stabilized position and idle throttles. Either set or hold brakes as applicable to type of aircraft. When the marshaller gives the chocks inserted signal, display hands at a level where they are visible throughout the inspection. Raised hands prevent accidental actuation of switches or controls that could create a safety hazard for the inspector. The exception to this requirement is to take emergency action.

4.3.3. Exit the last chance area after the marshaller and inspectors are clear. You may wait for wingman to complete last chance inspection if you taxied as a flight. Do not start turns until reaching the centerline of the taxiway, and keep thrust to the minimum required to move aircraft.

4.3.4. Pilots on cross-country flights, request a maintenance quick check from transient alert.

4.4. LAST CHANCE CALLS.

4.4.1. Test mission aircraft operating with SPORT shall contact SPORT on mission or SPORT common frequency in last chance.

NOTE:  Due to equipment limitations, there may be times when SPORT cannot provide services on mission frequency. Contact SPORT on either ultrahigh Frequency (UHF) or Very High Frequency (VHF) common for services.

4.4.2. Pilots contacting SPORT for equipment checks before taxiing should also include airspace for special use and altitude requirements.

4.4.3. TPS Low Lift over Drag (L/D) missions will use their Last Chance Call procedures.

4.5. FOREIGN OBJECT DAMAGE (FOD) CONTROL.

4.5.1. Use minimum practicable power to leave the parking area to avoid ingesting FOD or blowing objects into aircraft or personnel.

4.5.2. Avoid taxiing where outboard engines overhang the edges of taxiways.

4.5.3. Report any object on the ramp or runway that could be a hazard to aircraft or engine operation to Edwards Tower/Ground Control for prompt removal.

4.5.4. Make an entry in the Air Force Technical Order (AFTO) Fm 781 following a lakebed landing.

4.5.5. Release drag chutes at least 300' from the runway to allow large aircraft adequate space to clear the runway (Fig 6-9).

4.6. FLIGHT ABORT. 

4.6.1. When a flight leader/wing aircraft aborts before takeoff, the remaining aircraft are authorized to fly single ship sorties if an alternate mission was pre-briefed and approved, or the unit commander directs an alternate mission. 

4.7. EARLY OR LATE TAKEOFF. 

4.7.1. Charge an early or late deviation when the takeoff is more than 30 minutes before or 30 minutes after the scheduled time. Ensure the appropriate operations dispatcher informs the ROC if you know you will takeoff late.

4.8. AFTER LANDING. 

4.8.1. Clear to the main ramp side of runway when safety permits and, unless instructed otherwise by tower, turn off at center taxiway. 

4.8.2. Contact Ground Control when off the runway for taxi instructions. Crewmembers of AFFTC assigned and maintained aircraft will contact CONFORM to report call sign, tail number, aircraft maintenance status code number and type of maintenance discrepancies, and landing times. Report maintenance status as one of the following:

Code Number

Meaning

1

No maintenance discrepancies

2 

Minor maintenance. Aircraft is flyable

3

Major maintenance. Aircraft is grounded.

4.9. DEBRIEFING.

4.9.1. Report unusual occurrences during the mission to supervisory personnel as soon as practicable.

4.9.2. Conduct maintenance debriefing with applicable maintenance de-briefer after completing or aborting an assigned mission. Record any fuel dumping activity. Use AF Fm 121, Sonic Boom Log, to record supersonic flight activities.

4.9.3. Debrief hazardous missions with the primary aircrew and the project engineer or test conductor in attendance. Debrief other missions as required. Brief appropriate supervisors on significant events and test results to include recommended improvements in techniques and procedures.

4.10. AFMC FM 83, LOCAL FLIGHT CLEARANCE/FLIGHT AUTHORIZATION.

4.10.1. After flight, enter the following on this form:

4.10.1.1. Actual takeoff time.

4.10.1.2. Total time logged.

4.10.1.3. Remarks. Mission completed or annotate reason for delay/deviation.

4.11. AF FM 121, SONIC BOOM LOG. 

4.11.1. All USAF organizations assigned or attached to AFFTC having supersonic aircraft will accomplish and submit AF Fm 121 whenever one of their aircraft flies supersonic. AFI 13-201, US Air Force Airspace Management, directs this report. All 412 TW flying units transfer information on this Fm into the AFORMS database using Frame BO-OM. The reporting period is from 0001L Monday to 2400L Sunday. Direct any questions about this report or data entry to Flight Management.
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