Chapter 14





OVERWATER AND FOREIGN MISSIONS





14.1. GENERAL.


14.1.1. This chapter has information to assist in conducting overwater and foreign missions. FLTSs whose missions require continual overseas deployments may publish squadron an Operating Instruction (OI) to establish procedures for these operations.





14.2. MISSION ASSIGNMENT.


14.2.1. Designate the AC and aircrew without delay to allow adequate time for planning and collecting information necessary to get the required foreign clearances.





14.3. MISSION COORDINATION.


14.3.1. The AC or designated representative coordinates with the appropriate organization on the following: itinerary, Foreign Clearance Guide (FCG) requirements, flight planning requirements, routing (see appropriate FLIP documents), and compliance with the required foreign operating and military procedures. Immunization, diplomatic landing/overflight, visa, passport, quarters, clothing, etc. requirements are included in the FCG. Where appropriate, the AC should request and receive an intelligence briefing on the countries to be visited.





14.4. OVERSEAS CLEARANCE.


14.4.1. The FLTS Commander and the AC, prepare and send all messages requests for overseas clearances IAW the FCG and AFI 11-401, Flight Management, as supplemented.





14.5. USE OF PORT OF ENTRY (POE).


14.5.1. The FCG requires all aircraft arriving from a foreign destination to process through an officially designated POE. Edwards AFB is designated a special POE, and does processing when Airfield Management Operations has advance notice of arrival and customs requirements for both military and civilians. A minimum of 24 hours notice is required. If foreign nationals are onboard, 72 hours prior notification is required.





14.6. OVERSEAS CREW BRIEFING.


14.6.1. The aircrew receives an overseas briefing conducted by the AC or mission commander before departing home station. 





14.7. FLIGHT PROGRESS.


14.7.1. The aircrew will monitor fuel burn rate against planned and evaluate their progress at pre-planned decision points for possible diversion.





14.8. ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE MESSAGES.


14.8.1. All aircraft operating outside the Continental United States send (phone, fax, electronic message) arrival/departure messages to Command Post. Command Post will ensure information is passed to the ROC and owning units' operations desks. Messages include the following information:


14.8.2. Aircraft type, serial number and present location.


14.8.3. Arrival date and General Military Time (GMT) at present location.


14.8.4. Departure date and GMT ETD from present location.


14.8.5. Destination and GMT ETA of next landing.


14.8.6. Maintenance status.


14.8.7. Additional remarks, as required (e.g. crew location during stay with phone number).





14.9. INTERCEPT.


14.9.1. The AC may request an intercept on an overwater mission within two (2) hours of a suitable landing field when the aircraft has an emergency or an inoperative engine. When more than two (2) hours from a suitable landing field, the AC will request an intercept and escort.








14.10. CUSTOMS, IMMIGRATION AND AGRICULTURE INSPECTIONS.


14.10.1. At those stations where Federal or local inspections are required, the AC is responsible for aircrew and passenger compliance. The flight steward, loadmaster or flight engineer normally has the necessary clearance forms and assists the passengers in filling them out.





14.11. AIRCRAFT DISINSECTIZATION.


14.11.1. Responsibility lies with the AC who either performs the task or personally directs aircrew personnel while they disinsect. In either case, the AC certifies disinsectization on Customs Fm 7507, General Declaration (Outward/Inward).


14.11.2.  Disinsect all aircraft immediately before the last takeoff before entering:


14.11.2.1. The US or its possessions from a foreign port between 35°N and south latitudes. Aircraft landing in the part of the US north of 35°N do not require disinsecting unless the aircraft will proceed immediately from that airfield to one in the US located south of 35°N. As an emergency measure, the US Public Health Service may require aircraft disinsectization not provided for above.


14.11.2.2. A foreign area according to the requirements of the country concerned or of the USAF. (See USAF FCG or individual country requirements.)


14.11.3. Required spraying time is based on the dispersal rate of 10 seconds per 1,000 cubic feet of space to be sprayed. Use the following aerosol formulations and procedures to disinsect aircraft.


14.11.3.1. Formulations:


14.11.3.1.1. Insecticidal Aerosol G-1152, Federal Stock Number (FSN) 6840-766-9631 (MIL-I-51238).


14.11.3.1.2. Pyrethrum/Tropical Aerosol G-1707, FSN 6840- 152-0050.


14.11.3.2. Procedures:


14.11.3.2.1. Direct the nozzle toward the ceiling of the compartment or space being sprayed. Do not apply the spray against any plastic surface or allow spray to wet the surface.


14.11.3.2.2. Spray the spaces inaccessible from within the aircraft including baggage compartment, wheelwell, and other similar spaces after completely loading fuel, baggage, cargo and passengers.


14.11.3.2.3. Spray the cabin, cockpit and other spaces accessible from within the aircraft after the crew is on board and all doors, windows, hatches and ventilation openings are closed.





14.12. BORDER CLEARANCE.


14.12.1. The AC is responsible to international border clearance agencies for completing all required customs, agriculture, immigration, and public health service documents. Although this is normally done by the manifesting agency, the AC must ensure:


14.12.1.1. Crew members/passengers have in their possession current passports and valid visas, if required.


14.12.1.2. Crew members/passengers are properly immunized for flight destination areas and each person has a current immunization certificate. 


14.12.1.3. Cargo entry documents are in proper order.


14.12.1.4. Aircraft departs or enters the United States (US) through an air base where it can get border clearance.


14.12.1.5. Border clearance for aircraft, cargo, passengers, crew members and baggage is obtained, if required, before takeoff to a foreign area or when departing from the landing airport after arrival from a foreign area.


14.12.1.6. Aircraft is sprayed when required.


14.12.1.7. Enroute to the US, a designated crew member distributes personal customs declarations to all passengers/crew members, briefs passengers on customs regulations, and prepares/compiles necessary border clearance forms for the AC's signature.


14.12.1.8. Enroute to the US, the appropriate agency at the intended landing base is notified of any change in ETA to ensure border clearance as soon as possible after landing.





14.13. OBEYING US CUSTOMS LAWS.


14.13.1. The following information is an aid for properly declaring all goods imported into the US.


14.13.2. Importing goods for another does not relieve the person bringing the items into the US of the legal responsibility to follow Customs laws and requirements.


14.13.3. Do not import any firearm or shotgun for another person.


14.13.4. All packages and parcels brought aboard aircraft must be clearly marked with the owner's identity.


14.13.5. The AC turns over any item requiring Customs inspection or clearance not made promptly available by the owner to US Customs authorities.


14.13.6. USAF personnel must not attempt to import more than law specifically authorizes them. Use particular care when USAF aircraft are used and passengers are carrying items to be declared or accounted for. Any violation of the law involving USAF aircraft, regardless of the passenger's affiliation, can be serious and harmful.


14.13.7. Each individual in the Air Force, regardless of rank or position, must comply fully with the letter and spirit of US Customs laws. Individuals must declare any item requiring Customs inspection. The AC must ensure every crewmember/passenger is aware of this responsibility and the requirement to follow the law. Violators can expect prompt disciplinary action.





14.14. CUSTOMS PROCEDURES.


14.14.1. Documentation for Arriving/Departing Aircraft:


14.14.1.1. Outbound - No requirement.


14.14.1.2. Inbound - Provide the Customs Inspector the following:


14.14.1.2.1. One copy of Customs Form (CF) 7507 showing all aircrew names, aircraft itinerary and all other pertinent information.  The AC signs this form.


14.14.1.2.2. One legible copy of all manifests.


14.14.1.2.3. One copy of flight orders


14.14.1.2.4. Individual crew declaration, CF 6059B, US Customs Accompanied Baggage Declaration.


14.14.1.2.5. One (1) CF 6059B for each passenger on board. If you have more than $1,800.00 in goods, you must list each article and declare dollar amounts on the front of the form. The declaration must be signed and must show a current mailing address. Duty will be collected upon arrival in the United States.


14.14.2. Advise passengers to declare all purchases of foreign goods made while abroad upon reentry. Passengers pay duty on any purchases in excess of the allotted free entry authorized by US Customs regulations if the amount of purchases and the quantity of alcoholic beverages authorized free entry inbound are in current US Customs regulations. The amounts and quantity can vary according to areas of departure; therefore, passengers must be made aware of the current regulations.


14.14.2.1.  For personnel entitled to Public Law 126 and Section 54.2 of the Customs regulations, which is for free entry privileges for a period of duty exceeding 140 days out of the US, attach a copy of the orders ordering them back to the US.


14.14.2.2. Upon arrival in the CONUS, a Customs representative meets the aircraft, picks up all declarations, and examines all baggage and cargo.





14.15. IMMIGRATION PROCEDURES.


14.15.1. Outbound. Prepare two (2) copies of Immigration Fm DJ 94, Immigration and Naturalization Service Arrival/Departure Record, on each civilian passenger. Deliver the duplicate copy to the designated Customs and Immigration official, and give the original copy to the civilian passenger.


14.15.2. Inbound. Immediately notify Customs and Immigration of any non-DoD employed civilian passengers on board. Detain the passengers at the base until proper Customs and Immigration officials arrive to clear them, or until authorization to release them is received (telephone, FAX, etc.).


14.15.2.1. If an aircraft is carrying only US military passengers and crewmembers, Immigration requires no documentation.


14.15.2.2. If an aircraft is carrying foreign nationals, civilian passengers or civilian crewmembers, the AC submits the following documents to the Customs Inspector for Immigrants:


14.15.2.2.1. One (1) copy of the passenger manifest.


14.15.2.2.2. One (1) copy of the crew list, if any crewmembers are civilians.


14.15.2.2.3. One (1) copy of Immigration form DJ-94 for each civilian on board.





14.16. AGRICULTURE PROCEDURES.


14.16.1. Outbound. No requirements.


14.16.2. Inbound:


14.16.2.1. Prohibited items are fresh fruits, vegetables, meats (fresh, chilled or frozen) from cloven-footed animals, plants, cut flowers, soil, and live zoological specimens. Examine all baggage and equipment for fruits, plants, meats, or other agricultural materials and live insects or soil.


14.16.2.2. When agricultural quarantine regulations or USAF directives require, all aircraft receive an aerosol treatment before departing foreign onload stations.


14.16.2.3. An agricultural inspector inspects the aircraft after all passengers disembark. Remove all whole fruits, vegetables, eggs, milk and meats (except fish or cooked fowl) by or under the supervision of an agricultural inspector at the first arrival airport. Do this before any ground servicing. This does not apply to flights originating in Canada, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin Islands with an agricultural clearance from that station.
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