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1.
PURPOSE:  This Instruction implements AFPD 36-28, Awards and Decorations Programs.  It describes the AFFTC awards program for technical papers presented/published by AFFTC personnel.  It applies to all military and civilian personnel assigned to the AFFTC.  

2.
REFERENCES:

2.1.  DoD Directive 5230.9, Clearance of DoD Information forPublic Release
2.2.   DoDI 5230.27, Presentation of DOD-Related Scientific and Technical Papers at Meetings
2.3.  DoDI 5230.29, Security and Policy Review of DOD Information for Public Release

2.4.
 DoDD 5535.3, DoD Domestic Technology Transfer Program

2.5.
 DoDI 5535.8, DoD Technology Transfer (T2) Program
2.6.   AFI 16-201, Disclosure of Information to Foreign Governments and International Organizations

2.7.  AFI 31-401, Information Security Program Management

2.8.   AFI 35-205, Air Force Security And Policy Review Program
2.9.
 AFFTCPAM 36-4, Awards and Decorations Guide.
2.10.  AFI 36-1004, Managing the Civilian Recognition Program.

2.11.  AFI 36-2803, Air Force Awards and Decorations Program.

2.12. AFFTC Instruction 61-2, Scientific/Research & Development, United States Air Force Technical Publications Program:  Official And Unofficial Unlimited Distribution Documentation
2.13.   AFPD 61-3, Domestic Technology Transfer
2.14.  AFI 61-205, Sponsoring or Co-Sponsoring, Conducting, and Presenting DoD Related Scientific Technical Papers at Unclassified and Classified Conferences, Symposia, and Other Similar Meetings
2.15. 
AFI 61-301, The Domestic Technology Transfer Process and the Officer of Research and Technology 


1.4. 

3.
RESPONSIBILITIES:  The 412th Test Wing (412TW) Engineering Council is the OPR for awards for technical papers written and presented/published by AFFTC employees. The 412TW Engineering Council will select  a maximum of 10 technical papers for awards annually.

4.
DEFINITIONS:

4.1. 
4.1.
Technical Paper:  A technical paper can be written on any technical subject germane to the AFFTC.  This includes technologies related to flight test, ground test, test management, project management, environmental, civil engineering, and any other technology relevant to the AFFTC.  To be considered for an award, the technical paper must have been published in a public forum.

4.2.
Public Forum:  A public forum includes, but is not limited to, publication in a refereed technical journal, in the minutes of a symposium or conference, in a trade journal, or any other publication that is disseminated to the general public.

4.3.
Engineering Council:  The Engineering Council consists of the chiefs of: 412 TW/TSD, 412 TW/TSF, 412 TW/TSI, 412 TW/TSV, 412 TW/TSR, 412 TW/TS, 412 TW/EWW, 412 TW/LGY, 412 TW/EWE, 412 TW/EW, USAF TPS/RP, and is chaired by 412 TW/CA.
5.
AWARDS:
5.1.

Cash Awards:  Members of the Engineering Council Selection Committee will select a maximum of 10 technical papers each calendar year to receive cash awards.  The Engineering Council Selection Committee may consist of personnel not on the Engineering Council.  The Engineering Council Selection Committee shall be comprised of technical experts in the fields of the technical papers submitted for awards.  The amounts of awards to be given will be set annually by the Engineering Council (up to $1,000 per paper).  Only AFFTC civilian employees may receive cash awards for authoring and publishing a technical paper.  Contractors and military personnel are not eligible to receive cash awards.  The cash award for each paper will be evenly distributed between the number of civilian employees that authored and published the technical paper.  A civilian employee that authored and published multiple technical papers that are selected for cash awards will receive a cash award for each paper selected.  The maximum total amount of cash awards an individual can receive for writing technical papers will not exceed $1,000 annually.
5.2.
Achievement Medals:  AFFTC military personnel may receive an Achievement Medal for authoring the selected technical papers.
6.
PROCESS:
5. 6.1.

Call for Technical Papers:  A call for technical papers that have been published the previous calendar year will be made in January each year by the Engineering Council.  Each AFFTC Division will review the papers published by that Division’s employees over the previous calendar year and submit the papers with the highest quality and deserving of a cash award or medal to the Engineering Council for consideration.  An electronic copy of the technical papers must be submitted to AFFTC/XPST to be considered for a cash award.

6.2.
Review:  The Engineering Council will create a committee to review all technical papers submitted and create specific criteria to rank them.  No member of the Engineering Council or the selection committee is eligible for an award.
6.3.
Coordination:  The Center Technology Council (CTC) will be briefed on the final selection for the awards.
6.4.  Awards Distribution:  The AFFTC/XPST office will complete AFMC Form 384, Award Decoration Transmittal,  for each cash award and AF Form 2274 for each Achievement Medal.  The cash award classification falls under a Special Act or Service Award.  Individuals should be submitted for their awards within 60 days of the final selection.

7.  TECHNICAL PAPER RANKING CRITERIA PHILOSOPHY:  The ranking criteria applied to the papers will focus mainly on understandability and technical content. Subjective ranking criteria may be applied to the papers as deemed appropriate by the engineering council.  

8.
PUBLIC RELEASE OF TECHNICAL PAPERS:  All technical papers shall be reviewed and approved for release to the public by the AFFTC Public Affairs Office before the papers are submitted to a journal, symposium, or any other public venue.









                                                                                                   RICHARD V. REYNOLDS. Major General, USAF

                                                                                                   Commander



